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BATCO Meetings 
BATCO usually meets on the fourth Monday of each month, 
at the upstairs meeting room of REI in Boulder.  The 
meetings begin at 7PM and last 2 hours or less.  Meeting 
times and agendas will be posted on the BATCO website 
(http://www.batco.org), and will be posted to the 
bouldertrails@yahoogroups.com e-group (see below).  The 
next meeting is Jan. 26. 
 
BATCO members and the public are welcome to attend 
Board meetings.  Please join us! 

 
Membership Renewals 
Have you renewed your membership?  Please take a moment 
to renew your BATCO membership for 2009.  Use the at-
tached form, or you can renew online at www.batco.org.  
Your support helps us fulfill our mission of creating and 
maintaining sustainable, environmentally responsible, multi-
use trails in Boulder County! 
 
From the Editor 
The last year has been a busy time for BATCO.  We have re-
energized our membership, put out our first Newsletter in a 
while, released a revised version of our Trails and Recrea-
tion Map of Boulder County, updated our website, and 
worked on numerous trail issues (as you will see below).  
Whew!  I want to take this opportunity to thank all of our 
past members who enthusiastically renewed their member-
ships, and also to welcome our new members.  BATCO is 
your organization, and we hope you will become actively 
involved in any way you can. 
 
In the near future we will be asking for your help with trail 
construction and stewardship projects, as well as advocacy.  
We want to have a presence at every public meeting where 
open space issues are discussed.  We need you to show up 
and tell the land managers and that trails are good, trails 

connect people and places, and that sustainable, multiuse 
trails are an important part of our local culture and history.  
We’ll let you know when and where, all you need to do is 
show up and show you care about trails. 
 
As always, we appreciate your input any time on any issue.  
You can contact the Board of Directors at the email ad-
dresses given above. 
 
Peter Bakwin 
  
Reflections on Open Space Management 
As we see it, the principal goal of public lands management 
in Boulder County is to foster a harmonious balance which 
allows both human and non-human elements of the ecosys-
tem to flourish.  To do this land managers need to move be-
yond what I have called "separation ecology" with its focus 
on preserving the environment by simply limiting human 
presence wherever possible.  
 
In its place, we need to pursue a vision of "connection ecol-
ogy" which recognizes that humans are part of the ecosys-
tem. This, in turn, suggests that the various management 
processes include an ongoing search for the most effective 
ways of accommodating the continually expanding need for 
human visitation while simultaneously protecting the non-
human environment and fostering a fully functioning ecosys-
tem. 
  
To do this land managers need to integrate the following 
elements into their planning processes:  
 
1) An inventory of the kinds of experiences that humans 
currently find enjoyable and attractive within alpine, forest, 
grassland, and riparian ecosystems,  
 
2) An inventory of opportunities for promoting environ-
mental understanding through interpretive materials and 
environmentally instructive visitation opportunities (such as  
access to bird watching spots or opportunities to watch farm-
ers actually grow crops over the course of a season),  
 
3) An inventory of similar and as yet undeveloped opportu-
nities for expanding visitation to meet the needs of a grow-
ing population,  
 
4) An assessment of how highly people value each experi-
ence. (For example, time spent near lush riparian areas is 
likely to be more of a highly valued than time spent in hot 
dry grasslands), 
 



5) An assessment of the nature and magnitude adverse im-
pacts on non-human species associated with each of the 
above experiences,  
 
6) Identification of options for restructuring current (or 
structuring possible future) experiences in ways which limit 
environmental costs while maximizing human benefits.  
 
This information could then provide a sound basis for the 
decisions about the management of these properties.  
 
We expect that with cleverness and dedication this approach 
could, at minimal cost of the non-human environment, pro-
vide highly enjoyable passive recreation opportunities which 
also allow Boulder residents to appreciate and better under-
stand the non-human environment and the city's agricultural 
and historical heritage.  The bottom line is that you can't find 
solutions to challenges if you don't look. 
 
Guy Burgess, President 
 
 

 
 
BATCO E-groups Made Simple: 
BATCO uses three different Yahoo! e-groups: 
batco@yahoogroups.com is for general communications and 
discussion among all BATCO members.  To become a 
member of this e-group you must send a request to the 
owner:  batco-owner@yahoogroups.com.  A second list, 
bouldertrails@yahoogroups.com, is used to keep members 
and affiliates informed about things that affect access to pub-
lic lands in Boulder County, to announce BATCO events, to 
circulate our quarterly Newsletter, and to relay other impor-
tant information in a timely, efficient and paperless way.  
This is not a discussion list, and we endeavor to keep the 
email traffic to a minimum.  Members may post to the list, 
but all posts will be vetted by the moderators.  All BATCO 
members are automatically added to this e-group unless they 
specifically request not to be.  Finally, batco-
board@yahoogroups.com is only for the Board of Directors. 
 
Winter Trail Tips 
Get Muddy!  Please do your part to prevent damage to our 
trails by staying on the trail, even when it is muddy.  Going 

off-trail to avoid mud or ice creates trail braiding, and dam-
ages the environment.  Your mother isn’t watching, so get 
muddy! 
 
Winter Traction Tips:  This time of year navigating the 
trails can become something like ice skating on the side of a 
hill.  Fortunately, there are many products available to keep 
hikers and runners upright.  Yaktrax Pro ($30, 
www.yaktrax.com) and Kahtoola MICROspikes ($59, 
www.kahtoola.com) slip over your shoes and provide posi-
tive traction on ice and hard packed snow.  For the economi-
cally challenged (or runners concerned about weight), 3/8”, 
#6 hex-head sheet metal screws can be driven into the sole 
of any pair of shoes to provide excellent traction on ice.  A 
box of 100 screws costs about $4 at McGuckin Hardware.  
Details about how to do this can be found at 
www.skyrunner.com/screwshoe.htm.  A higher-end version 
of the screws, with a wider thread so they won’t pull out, is 
La Sportiva’s A.T. Grip Hobnails ($40 for 20 nails and 
driver tool, www.lasportiva.com).  Enjoy winter, stay safe! 
 
Volunteers Needed: Help Represent 
BATCO at Public Meetings!   
BATCO endeavors to have representation at all City of 
Boulder Open Space Board of Trustees (OSBT) and Boulder 
County Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee 
(POSAC) meetings.  Public comment is always welcome at 
these meetings.  We need our city and county open space 
departments to know that we care about open space and 
trails.  OSBT usually meets at 6:00 p.m. on the second 
Wednesday of each month, either in the Council Chambers 
at 1777 Broadway, or at the OSMP offices at 66 South Cher-
ryvale Road.  The agenda typically is posted on the web 
(www.osmp.org, click on “Public Meetings”) on the Friday 
before the meeting.  POSAC meetings are usually at 6:30 
p.m. on the fourth Thursday of each month, in the County 
Commissioner’s Hearing Room on the Third Floor of the 
County Courthouse at 1325 Pearl Street, Boulder.  Agendas 
and other information are posted on the BCPOS website:  
http://www.bouldercounty.org/openspace/ (select “POSAC” 
under “Quick Links”).  BATCO will send members remind-
ers of upcoming meetings via the boulder-
trails@yahoogroups.com e-group.  Please let us know if you 
can attend some of these important meetings! 
 
Shanahan Purchase Killed 
On Sept. 10, the City of Boulder Open Space Board of Trus-
tees (OSBT) voted in favor of an OSMP Staff proposal to 
purchase in fee the 179-acre Shanahan Ranch, located just 
west of Hwy 93 at the southern edge of the city.  The pur-
chase price was $6.6M, including water rights.  Back in 
1985, the city paid $1.9M for development rights to the 
property.  The development rights agreement (DRA) al-
lowed for two residential units, i.e., the Shanahan’s existing 
home and one additional unit (limited to 2,500 square feet), 
plus any outbuildings that would be allowed by Boulder 
County.  The proposed outright purchase of the property 
included a “life estate” for the Shanahans, and no public 
access to the property until the Shanahans moved or died.  
The City’s stated purpose for purchasing the property was to 



maintain the agricultural character of the land, which forms 
an important viewscape at the southern edge of town.  
BATCO learned of the proposal just two days before the 
OSBT vote.  Reviewing information on the deal, BATCO 
quickly recognized that the city’s goal of maintaining the 
land as a mostly undeveloped agricultural parcel was already 
met by the DRA.  The only advantages to the fee purchase 
were blocking one small private residence and possible pub-
lic access in the potentially distant future.  Since this is not a 
priority area for public access, and since $6.6M (plus inter-
est) seems like a lot of money to stop one home, BATCO 
opposed the deal.  Working with the Boulder Outdoor Coali-
tion (BOC), BATCO lobbied the City Council to block the 
purchase on the grounds that it simply was not a good use of 
taxpayers’ money.  On Oct. 21 the Council considered the 
purchase, but decided to push it to a second reading at a later 
date.   It was clear that at least a few Council members were 
leaning toward BATCO’s position.  A thumbs-down by 
Council would have been an historic event, since in the 41-
year history of the OSMP program not a single one of 
around 400 purchases proposed by Staff has been turned 
down by either OSBT or Council.  Finally, on Nov. 11, it 
was announced that OSMP had pulled the deal, citing the 
economic downturn and uncertainty about future tax re-
ceipts.  Whatever the reason, we applaud the decision to 
scrap this ill-conceived, wasteful purchase. 
 
Grasslands Ecosystem Management Plan  
On Nov. 20, OSMP held an Open House to present the first 
draft of the Grasslands Ecosystem Management Plan 
(GEMP), which has been 2 years in the making.  The plan 
aims to “conserve the ecological values of Boulder’s grass-
lands and ensure on-going agricultural production”.  It cov-
ers OSMP’s 24,000 acres of grasslands, more than half of 
the entire system, and contains an extensive catalog of the 
various habitats and wildlife that exist in these areas.  The 
GEMP (366 pages!) can be downloaded from 
www.grasslandplan.org. 
 
Unfortunately, the GEMP is incomplete:  it addresses 
OSMP’s habitat and wildlife conservation resources and 
objectives but does not consider the recreation resources and 
objectives, or quality of the visitor experience for the grass-
lands area.  As a result, the plan is unbalanced and anti-
access, and it far oversteps its mandate in making draconian 
recommendations regarding recreational access.  
 
The draft plan makes three major controversial recommen-
dations with regard to trails and recreation in the grasslands: 
 
1. Reduce trails within 200 m of wetlands and riparian zones 
by 50% in 10 years.  This recommendation could potentially 
affect nearly every trail in the grasslands area. 
  
2. Increase the area of seasonal closures by a factor of six to 
protect ground-nesting birds. 
 
3. Locate new trails in large habitat blocks around the edges 
of these blocks.  This recommendation will certainly result 

in a lower quality of visitor experience, as the edges of par-
cels tend to be next to roads or development. 
 
Under the Visitor Master Plan (VMP), which was passed by 
City Council with community support, trails and recreation 
are the purview of the Trail Study Area (TSA) process.  
BATCO’s view is that the GEMP should be used as input to 
the TSA process, with respect to ecological resources and 
goals in the grasslands areas, while all recommendations and 
decisions should be made in the TSAs. 
 
Detailed comments on the GEMP are posted on 
www.batco.org. 
 

 
 
Seasonal Leash Restrictions for Bears in 
Gregory Canyon Area:   
It came to our attention that OSMP has enacted a seasonal 
leash requirement for Aug. 15 – Oct. 31 on portions of the 
popular Bluebell Baird, Baseline, Gregory Canyon, Saddle 
Rock, Upper Skunk Canyon and Amphitheater Trails.  This 
comes as a surprise to dog owners, as none of these trails 
were designed for seasonal leashing in the Visitor Master 
Plan, nor are the new restrictions shown on the OSMP Dog 
Visitor Map.  The reason for the new requirement seems to 
be that bears are active in these areas at this time of year.  
Also, signage in the area gives incomplete information about 
which segments of what trails are under the requirement.  
These new restrictions appear to have been put in place by 
OSMP rangers acting without full knowledge or authoriza-
tion of management, and also without adequate notification 
of the public.  Also, it is disturbing that these actions have 
been taken just as the Trail Study Area process for this area 
is beginning, as it is this process that will determine regula-
tions for these trails.  BATCO will continue to monitor this 
situation, and to advocate for policies that allow reasonable 
access to this area while protecting people and bears. 
 
Eldorado Mountain / Doudy Draw Update 
OSMP has nearly completed the new trails and trail reroutes 
in the Eldorado Mountain / Doudy Draw (EM/DD) area.  
The Flatirons Vista Trail and wheelchair-accessible Prairie 
Vista Trail, near the Flatirons Vista Trailhead, opened in 
October.  The Doudy Draw Trail has been rerouted to reduce 



impact on the riparian area of the draw.  The Springbrook 
Loop Trail opened Dec. 2, and opening of the Goshawk 
Trail is immanent.  All of these are multi-user trails, except 
Goshawk, which excludes mountain bikes.  Springbrook and 
Goshawk are terrific trails!  They allow, for the first time, a 
designated trail connection between Doudy Draw and Eldo-
rado Canyon.  We applaud OSMP for providing these great 
resources for the community to enjoy. 
 
In the same area, OSMP is conducting an extensive monitor-
ing program in the area with two main objectives:  to deter-
mine the level of compliance with regulations; and to deter-
mine the impact of the new trails on wildlife.  For the sus-
tainable recreation monitoring, staff has proposed a set of 
potential responses for various levels of compliance with 
regulations.  We encourage everyone who uses these trails to 
learn the regulations and abide by them.  The rules are 
posted at the trailhead.  In 2007 and 2008 staff undertook 
wildlife monitoring surveys in the area to establish pre-trail 
data, and monitoring will continue near the trails and in ar-
eas well away from the trails, where human influence will 
presumably be less.  The effort should provide important 
new information on the influence of trails on wildlife.  
BATCO will keep tabs on the results of, and OSMP re-
sponses to, this monitoring work. 
 
Centennial Park Trailhead Open, Sanitas 
Trailhead Parking Closed  
OSMP has enlarged and improved the Centennial Park 
Trailhead, on the south side of Sunshine Canyon Drive.  
This trailhead allows access to the Red Rocks area and the 
Mt. Sanitas and Sanitas Valley Trails.  Parking at the Sanitas 
Trailhead on the north side of Sunshine Canyon has been 
closed.  OSMP enlarged and improved Centennial Park 
Trailhead on the other side of Sunshine Canyon. Visitors 
will enjoy more parking spaces, picnic tables, new landscap-
ing and an outhouse. 
 

 
 
Boulder Feeder Canal   
For at least 30 years there has been talk of a recreational trail 
along the Boulder Feeder Canal (BFC).  The canal, which is 
managed by the Northern Colorado Water Conservancy Dis-

trict (NCWCD) runs from Lyons to the Boulder Reservoir.  
The NCWCD has generally been cool to requests for recrea-
tional access on the basis of liability and water quality con-
cerns, and other issues.  In 2006, the BFC Community Envi-
ronmental Assessment Process (CEAP) was launched to 
identify major issues and potential impacts associated with a 
trail along the canal, and to determine if further trail plan-
ning and development should proceed.  The CEAP particu-
larly focused on protecting water quality, visitor safety and 
wildlife habitat.  The CEAP report was completed in the 
spring of 2008.  Boulder County (Transportation Dept.) will 
be responsible for the most (10.5 miles) of the 11.5-mile 
trail, while the City of Boulder (OSMP) will be responsible 
for 1 mile.  Next steps are:  development of potential align-
ments; public input on the alignment alternatives; local, state 
and federal government environmental review; and trail de-
sign and construction.  The NCWCD will still need to ap-
prove whatever plan emerges from this process.  Long-range 
plans include connecting the BFC trail to Hall Ranch and 
Longmont. 
 
Picture Rock Trail Open   
It took more than ten years of planning, and thousands of 
hours of staff time and volunteer labor, but the long-awaited 
Picture Rock Trail connecting the top of Heil Valley Ranch 
Open Space and the south of the town of Lyons is now open!   
 
BATCO was involved from the very beginning of the North 
Foothills Open Space Advisory Committee, which was 
formed in 1996 to evaluate the County’s new Heil Valley 
and Hall Ranch acquisitions.  At the time, we were clear that 
there should be at least one loop trail on Heil, with access at 
the south end up Geer Canyon and access at the north end 
near Red Gulch Road, with eventual connections to Hall 
Ranch.  The new Picture Rock Trail takes us many steps 
closer to realizing the goals that were set way back then. 
  
With many trails, controversies arise over seemingly-
intractable conflicts pertaining to visitor experience and 
habitat protection.  In addition to those “balance” issues, 
perhaps the biggest controversy surrounding the Picture 
Rock Trail was finding a suitable trailhead at the north end.  
Everyone had an opinion, and BCPOS staff listened to all.  
Various neighbors didn’t want it in their backyards; the town 
of Lyons did, and then didn’t, want it at Bohn Park; the High 
School did, and then didn’t, want it near their baseball field; 
and the trail community wanted it in a logical safe place near 
the north end of the new trail.  BATCO would like to thank 
the County for selecting what we feel is the best com-
promise:  a medium-sized parking area on the Olson prop-
erty along Red Gulch Road, with room for about 30 cars and 
three or four horse trailers.  Should there be a need to expand 
the trailhead capacity, the County will resume negotiations 
with Lyons for an overflow area near Bohn Park.  We hope 
this solution will be satisfactory for everyone. 
 
The new trail climbs gradually up the valley through several 
types of ecosystems, from grassy slopes to mountain mahog-
any to ponderosa pine woods.  And everywhere you look 
there’s rock:  red rock cliffs, slickrock benches, sandstone 



quarries, sheepherders’ rock cabins, old rock livestock walls, 
new rock retaining walls, cool rock bridges, little rocky can-
yons and enormous rocky mountains.   Much of the new 
technical trail work utilized rock taken from the nearby 
Whitestone and Vickery Quarry complex on the property.  
It’s a very scenic place and deserving of the name “Picture 
Rock.” 
 
In an effort to maintain a sustainable and safe grade, provide 
a quality user experience, and minimize impacts on wild-
life, the trail meanders – a lot!  While the sight lines are usu-
ally sufficient to see other trail users, many parts of the trail 
are narrow and caution is recommended.  Please be courte-
ous, travel at conservative speeds, and share the trail.  Be 
aware that there are both seasonal and permanent closures on 
both sides of the trail.  Check the kiosk or the Boulder 
County Parks & Open Space website for details on closures 
and trail conditions.  
 
BATCO Adopts a Mile of Picture Rock Trail    
Boulder County Parks & Open Space is launching a new 
Steward-ship Program whereby volunteer groups commit to 
a specific portion of a particular trail.  The responsibilities 
for mile-long sections of trail include trail maintenance, tree 
and shrub pruning, weed pulling, and litter control.  BATCO 
has chosen to be stewards on one mile of the Picture Rock 
Trail.  As part of this program there will be a two-day trail 
crew leader training. BATCO is going to have three people 
enrolled.   If you interested in helping maintain our section 
of trail or becoming a crew leader let us know.  Contact 
Chris Morrison (chris-morrison@comcast.net) or Mike 
O’Brien (mobrien1@dim.com) for more information. 
 

 
 
Benjamin Property Update    
Boulder County Parks and Open Space purchased the Ben-
jamin property in 2007.  Benjamin is north of and adjoins 
the Betasso Preserve, and contains Arkansas Mountain.  The 
property is criss-crossed by social trails, long used by hikers, 
equestrians and mountain bikers, which have been closed 
pending assessment of a sustainable trail network.  BCPOS 
has established a “stakeholder” process to determine what 
the trail network (if any) will look like, and several meetings 

have taken place.  Many neighbors of the property have ex-
pressed concern about visitor access, especially with regard 
to traffic along Alaska Road.  The process is on-going.  
BATCO will continue to advocate for a rational, sustainable 
trail network in this scenic parcel. 
 
Boulder County Parks & Open Space Facts    
The new Picture Rock Trail is a fabulous, long-awaited con-
nection between two of Boulder County Parks & Open 
Space’s (BCPOS) major properties:  Heil Valley Ranch and 
Hall Ranch.  All the excitement could be explained by the 
simple fact that any new trail in BCPOS is a rare thing. 
 
The BCPOS program was begun in the early-1970’s to pro-
tect county land from development.  Over the years, BCPOS 
has spent nearly $500M (in 2007 dollars) to acquire hun-
dreds of parcels throughout the county.  BCPOS now holds 
about 88,000 acres of land.  Visitor access is completely 
prohibited from fully 79% of this land!  Just over one-third 
(35%) of BCPOS is held as conservation easements, most of 
which were obtained for free by exchange of development 
rights through the NUPUD program.  Considering the rest of 
the land, 68% is closed to all visitor access.  Even in the 
major parks an astonishing amount of land is closed to visi-
tors.  At Heil Ranch, visitor access is completely prohibited 
from 69% of the 5,673 acres of the park.  Few people are 
aware of the wonderful landscape to the west of the major 
trails at Heil, an area that is crisscrossed by old ranch roads.  
This area could support a number of new trails that would 
treat visitors to a wonderful experience of the natural beauty 
of the area, without negatively impacting wildlife habitat in 
the slightest. 
 
BCPOS has substantially fewer miles of trail per square mile 
of land than the Indian Peaks Wilderness or Rocky Mountain 
National Park, and just 35% of that of the City of Boulder 
Open Space & Mountain Parks (OSMP), which covers very 
similar habitat.  In all of these other parks, visitors are al-
lowed to go off-trail in all areas except especially sensitive 
habitat (such as wetlands), and on conservation easements 
(which are 11% of OSMP).  Does BCPOS really contain so 
much more sensitive habitat than the Indian Peaks Wilder-
ness or OSMP? 
 
Visitor access for recreation and nature viewing is just one 
of several reasons that the county preserves open space.  
Others include controlling development, preserving habitat, 
protecting water resources and flood plains, and maintaining 
agricultural land.  Nevertheless, BCPOS policy and actions 
have put those who wish to connect with and enjoy our pub-
lic lands at the bottom of the list.   Trails are good!  Trails 
connect us with the environment, they connect places, they 
connect people, they connect us with our bodies and health, 
they connect us to the history and culture of the area.  If 
people can’t access and connect with open space they won’t 
support it.  An improved, multi-user trail system would be 
an economic boon for the county.  Let’s put the reactionary, 
restrictive policies of the past behind us and build a world-
class infrastructure so that we can responsibly enjoy our 
public lands! 



 
Membership Form    
 
Clip or print and send to:  BATCO, PO Box 19726, Boulder, CO  80308-2726, or contact Peter Bakwin 
(pbakwin@comcast.net) for more information. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
YES, I want to become a member of BATCO and help preserve and promote environmentally sound trails in 
Boulder County.  Membership is FREE in 2008, but donations are always appreciated.  Enclosed is my tax-
deductible donation of: 
 
[   ] $100 Sustaining Donor;  [   ] $50 Supporting Member;  [   ] $35 Family;  [   ] $20 Individual;  
[   ] Other $________ 
 
NAME:_______________________________ ORGANIZATION:______________ 
 
ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE:_______________    FAX:_____________    EMAIL:_____________________ 
 
Please provide at least your email address!  Future contact will be by email! 
 
[   ] I wish to receive the Newsletter in hardcopy, rather than email. 
[   ] Please contact me!   [   ] Please do NOT contact me! 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
BATCO                Join BATCO today! 
PO Box 19726 
Boulder, CO  80308-2726 
 


